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COLD, IF IT IS NOT TRANSFORMED 

BY OUR FAITH. BUT THAT IS WHAT IS 
JUST MARVELOUS, THAT WE CAN 
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-- Dietrich Bonhoeffer --
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TRADITIONS/BELIEFS 

AROUND DEATH

BECOMING MORE 

EFFECTIVE IN 

RESPONDING TO 

DEATH/DYING

HOW TO TEACH 

CHRISTIANS & 

CHURCHES



JEWISH 
TRADITIONS/BELIEFS 

AROUND DEATH
https://youtu.be/0N9DNqjuqVk

https://youtu.be/0N9DNqjuqVk


Jerusalem 

Post 
(16 December 2021)

Less than half 

of American 

Jews believe 

in an afterlife. 

Less than half 

believe in God.
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Sˁheol Mentioned/Inferred ¦Job 26:6; Ps. 88:10; 89:48; Pro. 

2:18; 9:18; 21:16; 27:20; 30:16; Is. 14:9; 26:14, 19; Hab. 2:5

Tˁerms for Sheol

Cˁistern (bôr) ¦Ps. 28:1; 30:3; 88:6; Lam 3:53, 5; Ezek. 32:30

Dˁestruction/Pit ( ķ@G@S) ¦Job 33:18, 22, 24, 28, 30; Ps. 16:10; 

30:9; 103:4

Dˁestruction ( abaddôn) ¦Job 26:6; 28:22; 31:12; Ps. 88:11
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Aˁdonai Is Aware of Sheol¦Job 26:6; Pro. 15:11; Ps. 30:3; 139:8

Iˁs There Praise for Adonai in Sheol? ¦Ps. 6:5; 88:11; Is. 38:18

Rˁesponse ¦Ps. 16:9-11; 73:23 -26; 139:7 -10

Rˁesurrection Texts ¦Job 19:26; Is. 26:19; Dan. 12:2 (possibly 1 

Kgs. 17:17 -24; 2 Kgs 4:31 -37; 13 -21; Ezek. 37:3-14)

Wˁhat about the Intertestamental Texts? ¦2 Macc. 7; 2 Bar. 49:1 -

50:4; 2 Esdr. 7:97; 1 Enoch 91 -104

James Leo Garrett, Systematic Theology, vol. 2 (1996)



Jewish 

Concept of 

%D@SGt 

ÅMarked by 

transitions in 

Jewish history

ÅMarked by 

numerous 

views and the 

idea of Biblical 

evolution
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y5GDQD HR MN RHMFKDu @TSGNQHS@SHUD +DVHRG ONRHSHNM 

NQ CNBSQHMD NM SGD @ESDQKHEDqx ¦Rabbi Barry Leff

y* CNM½S V@MS SN @SS@HM HLLNQS@KHSX SGQNTFG LX 

VNQJq * V@MS SN @SS@HM HLLNQS@KHSX AX MNS CXHMFqx ¦

Woody Allen 



%DEHMHMF 2TNSDRt
y+TC@HRL UHDVR DUDQX CD@SG @R SQ@FHBq 5G@S QDL@HMR O@QS NE 

the Jewish tradition even after Judaism came to affirm that it 

CNDR MNS L@QJ SGD DMC NE NTQ QDK@SHNMRGHO SN (NCu NQ NE (NC½R 

ONVDQ SN @EEDBS NTQ TKSHL@SD CDRSHMXt That the later tradition 

could literally stand these biblical sources on their head is 

RSQHJHMF SDRSHLNMX SN +TC@HRL½R ONVDQ SN TMD@QSG MDV @MC 

strikingly original layers of meaning in ancient, that is, to the 

power of midrash.x ¦Neil Gillman, The Death of Death: 

Resurrection and Immortality in Jewish Thought



Classical Jewish Positions ¦Summarized 

by Rifat Sonsino/Daniel B. Syme

"ˁESDQ %D@SG t 1DQG@OR /NSGHMF

Dˁown to Sheol

Rˁesurrection of the Body & Soul (Hell & Paradise)

Iˁmmortality

Rˁeincarnation

Lˁiving on Through Our Deeds



Perhaps 

/NSGHMFt
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agnosticism in some 

aspects of this whole 

area is not only 

legitimate but 

altogether 

CDRHQ@AKDtx 

(Orthodox Rabbi 

Louis Jacobs)


